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he art of glass mosaic can vary significantly with the type of background medium 
holding the glass pieces.  In most traditional mosaic pieces, cut tile, or cut glass is 
adhered to a solid board and then grouted in place.  In Glass on Glass mosaic, the 
backing is glass and the design is created with cut glass pieces, adhered to the 

background with invisible adhesive.  The effect created is one of coloured glass floating in 
the frame. 

The cut glass pieces are added onto the background clear 
glass and because they are glued in place there are no 
lead/solder lines surrounding and connecting the individual 
pieces, as is the case with traditional stained glass work. 

If the background is left blank, you will be able to see 
through the finished piece.  If cut glass pieces are used for 
the background, the piece becomes more opaque. 

The choice of background 
style is generally made in 
the project planning stage, 
however you can change 
you mind later in the 

project if you find that you like the look of the pieces 
without background. 

Glass on Glass mosaic can be created on a variety of 
different media.  Glass bottles, vases and other 3D objects 
can be used, however because these surfaces are curved, 
only small pieces of cut glass will adhere properly.  The 
most effective media is flat window glass or picture frame glass.  The next chapter will 
discuss the options for framing these types of projects. 

The size of your project can vary from miniatures to large picture windows. 
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